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Big Sand Lake
AIS Point Intercept Survey

July 10%, 2019

Muap 1 — Map of Burnett County with Big Sand Lake circled
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BURNETT COUNTY LAND SERVICES DEPARTMENT

BIG SAND LAKE AIS POINT INTERCEPT REPORT

Water Body Identification Code (WBIC): 2676800

Previous AIS Findings: Chinese Mystery Snail

New AIS Findings: None

Field Crew: Sunny Cone and Shayna Vendela, AIS Program Interns and Brad Morris, AIS
Consultant

Field Date: July 8" and 10%, 2019

Report By: Sunny Cone

Big Sand Lake is located in Burnett County, W1 and has one public boat landing found on Olsen
Road, off Highway 70, in Webster, WI. Big Sand Lake is 1434 acres with an average depth of 9
feet, and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) classifies this waterbody as
mesotrophic. Mesotrophic lakes generally have a moderate level of fertility usually giving way to
abundant plant growth, but growth does not become excessive or limited. Big Sand Lake also
supports a healthy fishery comprised of panfish, largemouth and smallmouth bass, northern pike,
and walleye.

The Aquatic invasive species (AIS) point intercept survey was conducted by utilizing a sampling
grid developed by Michelle Nault with the WDNR. This type of sampling grid is generally
utilized for aquatic plant management plans, however, these grids can provide a thorough and
systematic approach when used for AIS monitoring. Each point is sampled with a throw rake,
and the contents are examined upon retrieval. Examples of invasive plants that could be found
during a sampling grid are: Starry stonewort (Nitellopsis obtusa), Eurasian water-milfoil
(Myriophyllum spicatum), and curly leaf pondweed (Potamogeton crispus). The sampling grid
utilized on Big Sand Lake can be viewed below (Map 2).

Beyond using the aforementioned sampling grid Burnett County also scans the shoreline areas
when possible. This is done visually by looking for shoreline invasives such as purple loosestrife
(Lythrum salicaria), yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus), and non-native Phragmites (Phragmites
australis subsp. australis). Submergent plants and invasive animals along shoreline areas are also
visually scanned for with the aid of polarized sunglasses. Examples of animal species would be
zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha), Chinese mystery snails (Cipangopaludina chinensis),
banded mystery snails (Viviparus georgianus), and rusty crayfish (Orconectes rusticus).

While on Big Sand Lake very few areas were non-navigable by boat, and a thorough survey was

completed. The weather was fair with full sun on the 8% and fair with light rain and wind present
on the 9", There was no adverse weather to impede our survey. Overall, Big Sand Lake appeared
to be healthy, but Chinese Mystery Snails were found on the waterbody at this time.

Common plants found on Big Sand Lake were fern-leaf pondweed (Potamogeton robinsii),
coontail (Ceratophyllum demersum), common waterweed (Elodea canadensis), white-stem
pondweed (Potamogeton praelongus), common bladderwort (Utricularia macrorhiza), and white
pond lily (Nymphaea odorata). We found that aquatic plant growth stopped around 12 feet.



BURNETT COUNTY LAND SERVICES DEPARTMENT

R0 T

12? 128 128 130 131 132
'IGB |B§ 170 (7‘ 172 17‘5 174 175 17
14 235 216 217 218 219 220 221 222 223 224 228 2

b

5

g

=

&

5

=

g

&

B

=

=2

i

2

Z
AR

'U’V
i
2
)
=
3
2
5
o3 o
8
2 .
-
5
i ¥
B
8
=

|T7 175 !79 'IBU

.3.,.
.5.53.

|
732 144 145 146 147 48 149 150 137 152 153 154 155 156 137 158 158 160 161 162 183 184 165 1
188 189 190 191 152 193 194 195 g8 187 188 199 200 201 202 203 264‘0‘ 236 207 208 202 210 271 2122152

1 2:!2 233234235238 237 238 239 240 241 242 243 244 243 246 247 248 249 250 2ﬁ1 25_ 253 234 290 256 257 2% 259 2850 281 262 263 264 8% 296 267 265 269 270 "-’2 27z 273

75 "76 2?? "75 278 280 281 262 283 234 "EE 288 257 288 269 290 29' 292 283 284 22 206 297 268 299 :'.D(: 301 302 303 304 305 306 307 308 309 31C 311 312 313 374 315316 317
35z °53 334 335 336 357 358 339

318319 330 371 322 333 334 375 325 377 328 339 330 331 332 333 334 235 26 337 333 339 340 341 322 343 323 345 6 247 345 349 350 Iyt
250 382 352 363 344 385 265 357 356 569 370 311 372 373 374 375 76 377 278,379 360 381 252 332 394 385 396 387 326 769 330 291 37 383 334 295 396 397 393 399 400,
401 602 m ﬂﬂl‘i 403 4BE 407 405 439 419 ‘11 4‘2 ﬂ13 4‘4 MS J1E 417 G%ﬂ nl?B J"D 421 4‘2.. 423 4"4 4?3 '-\25 427 425 -29 Em 4..1 1-32 433 334 435 535 437 L.B 438 MD
41 442 442 434 445 446 447 445 449 430 431 452 45345445545545?45&459450461 452 450 454 455 486 467 46 409 4TD 471 4T 473 474 4TS 476 4T 470 479
30 431 437 SE3 436 493 490 437 436 4G9 200 471 492 492 434 495 408 497 498 439 500 57 502 503 504 55 808 507 508 509 330 817 812 813 534 515 87 577 518
20 521522 573 534 575 526 537 528 539 530 531 ms:saa:umm‘a?saamwommmmmsmwmmawm 552 563 554
535 556 557 558 559 560 SG1 562 563 564 585 586 527 568 565 S70 571 572 573 574 575 576 577 576 578 580 581 S32 54 584 585 S84 587
w7 T AT LT T NCT SUTOUE 0 ST S 508 507 909 509 S{ 811 572 573 574 ST5 576 577 578 570 580 551 582 563 584 585 586 5B
388 589 590 591 532 593 594 535 598 557 598 539 600 601 €02 602 €04 603 606 60T 508 £09 610 611 512 613 §14 615 616 617 618 614
w0 VeT TyE ST DLE NN DUR A0 S SYY 508 509 500 61 €2 503 €04 603 606 607 626 605 610 611 612613 614 615 516617 6]

B0 631 632 623 €34 675 620 637 243 679 630 631 672 533 634 35 635 637 632 520 20 641 £42 643 634 645 645 €47 528 649
530 631 652 853 634 635 630 657 639 €39 620 681 682 863 66 565 666 857 GBB 645 670 671 672 B72 674 475 676
R R S e e | & g rar OREETRIRIONY 670 878 91
J77-815673 850621, £ £AX 654635 686957 638 99'600'821 852 03 64
96 697 €58 639 700 701 752 703 703 705 708
Cplla Gl b LR U S e

Big Sand Lake

Burnett County

WBIC 2676800
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Map 2 — Big Sand Lake Sampling Grid



